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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Amendment of the Water Information Requirements in the Water Regulations 2008

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On 10 May 2012 the water information provisions of the Water Regulations 2008 were amended with most of the changes taking effect on Thursday 5 July 2012.

Category 7 (urban water management) has been extensively amended to align more tightly with the urban National Performance Reporting (NPR) framework. However, in general as SWIM has already aligned most of the BoM and NPR indicators, where there have been amendments to Category F, these amendments should not have any impact on the information required from WSPs and as such we do not anticipate any changes in the SWIM data collection process.

To further align with the NPR, the amendment also extends from 20 July to 31 August the requirement to give annual Category 7 information. Again, thanks to SWIM this August 31 deadline was already in place for utilities reporting via SWIM.

Changes have also been made to other categories and aspects of the Water Regulations which may affect your organisation, for example, the ‘Regs Online tool’ (which shows the current obligations of organisations) has been updated and a ‘Water Restrictions tool’ (where persons are required to provide their water use restrictions announcements) has been created.

A summary of the changes to the Water Regulations can be found at: http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/amendments/summary.shtml
You can find more information about the amendment by visiting the BoM website: http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/amendments/index.shtml
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   Annual Water Data Reporting via SWIM for 2011-12

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
It is coming up to that time of year again when annual water data is collated by Water Service Providers across the State and sent to BoM, NPR, ABS and the Queensland Government. In the next month qldwater will be sending your SWIM representative information regarding accessing and using the SWIM system. If you have had staff changes and the SWIM reporting person from last year is no long working in this position please contact qldwater at swim@qldwater.com.au or 3632 6852 so we can help set up new contact details so important information can be supplied to your organisation.

BoM have finalised their indicators for 2011-12, while NPR have said that there will be little change this year and that they should have their NPR definitions handbook out very soon. Hopefully this will occur and we will be able to release the SWIM data templates much earlier this year – it all depends on when the NPR indicators are released.

SWIM training workshops: This year we will be holding training workshops across the State in early-mid July. If you are interested in hosting a workshop (can supply a room and lunch) please let Sally know by June 18 (swalding@qldwater.com.au) so we can start planning ASAP.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   SWIMLocal Data Management Software Release

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
You wanted it, you need it, now you can have it – SWIMLocal is here! qldwater is currently trialling our new data management software (aka SWIMLocal) with Cairns, Toowoomba, Cloncurry and South Burnett Regional Councils. The software is designed to assist you to  efficiently obtain, collate, export, synchronise and translate your water and sewerage data across dispersed locations via a ‘cloud-based’ system across the internet. The system includes the flexibility for organisations to create and manage new indicators relevant to you, while seamlessly linking to the SWIM database and indicators. 

SWIMLocal will drastically reduce the time taken to collate data, improving the efficiency and timeliness of reporting, as well as minimising data handling (e.g. limit cutting and pasting data from one spreadsheet to another). 

Some Benefits of SWIMLocal:

1. All data is synchronised, distributed, and backed-up via the web-based SWIM server (‘the cloud’). No need for local backup procedures.

2. Data changes are bi-directional (changes can come from operators or from system administrators) and are distributed to all users.

3. SWIM indicators (e.g. BoM, Qld Govt, ABS and NPR indicators, definitions and metadata) are automatically updated by qldwater and made available for reporting.

4. Any approved user can have copies of data for reporting.

5. The software can be used and installed on computers using Windows XP or above (with hopefully no, or very limited, IT installation issues within your organisation).

6. Simplicity of operation.

Costs: Licence fees per year: 1-3 users - $2,500, 4-10 users - $5,000, 11+ users $7,500 (as a rough guide this would likely equate to WSP’s with 10,000 < connections ($2,500); 10,000 to 50,000 connections ($5,000); and > 50,000 connections ($7,500 ) although qldwater can adjust the fees based on your use of the software and current situation. There will be a once off setup training and installation fee of $1,500 this year (note that this will increase to around $4,000 for next year). Licence fees will cover: contractor maintenance of SWIMLocal system, phone support, remote updating of SWIM indicators each year, and server/hosting costs for SWIMLocal at qldwater.

If you are interested in the SWIMLocal software or have any questions regarding it please contact David Scheltinga (dscheltinga@qldwater.com.au or 0415 881 195).
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